HISTORY HIGHLIGHTS
1972
Leaders of several PA
programs met informally to
discuss the future of the PA

1973
APAP elected to begin
holding its fall meeting in
conjunction with the annual

profession.

meeting of the AAMC. APAP

The group founded the

at that meeting, now known

Association of Physician
Assistant Programs (APAP),

initiated an education forum
as the Annual PAEA
Education Forum.

APAP had not only solidified
itself but had also furthered
the growth and stability of

PAEA released one of its
earliest member services,
PACKRAT®, PAEA’s first
national standardized exam.

2014

Board membership was

PAEA staff grew from 7 to 38

increased from 7 to 12

representing a nearly 450%

members. This change

increase.

reflected the increase in the
level of services and
programs the Association
provided, and the desire to
expand and diversify
perspectives to represent
changing membership
demographics.

Community, an online hub
for collaboration and
learning, and the first
platform of its kind to be
offered by a health
professions education
association.

budget, staffing, and ability
to provide enhanced services

adopt the current name: the
Physician Assistant Education
Association

(CASPA), which enables

and aided in establishing the

PAEA launched its Member

Association's growth in

Member programs voted to

Service for Physician Assistants

certifying PA examinations,

2018

A significant factor driving the

2005

The Centralized Application

development of the first

prospective PA students to
apply to multiple PA programs
with one application.

NCCPA.

Association.

2001

was the development of

AAPA, assisted with the

become the ARC-PA and the

Assistant Education

Between 2006 and 2022,

At the end of the 1970s,

1996

organizations that would

later becoming the Physician

2006 - 2022

1979

2021
PAEA launched the
personalization project
within the Member
Community, allowing
members to fill out a survey
about their role, experience
level, interests, and areas of
expertise, which gives
PAEA the ability to
provide personalized
recommendations and
resources to members.

LOOKING AHEAD

Health for All

PAEA was founded to advance the PA profession and represent
and support PA educators. Our founding principals have always
been, and will always remain, serving our member programs.
PAEA has achieved this by remaining grounded in its values of
leadership, service, and collaboration.
As we look ahead, PAEA’s vital work of bringing “Health for All”
to communities across the nation will remain our top priority.

