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Welcome/What to Expect

PAEA would like to extend a warm welcome to all 2021 Education Forum 
attendees. With a special focus on wellness this year, we are excited to once 
again bring you top-notch educational presentations, inspiring keynotes, and 
numerous unique opportunities to connect with industry leaders and colleagues. 
No matter what stage you are at in your career, our action-packed schedule 
will offer you valuable resources, actionable ways to turn your challenges into 
opportunities, tools to sharpen your skillset, camaraderie with your peers, and 
empowerment to advance your career. We predict you will end the week feeling 
refreshed and energized with a renewed purpose to propel PA education 
forward.  

In case this is your first Education Forum, or you are not well-acquainted with 
PAEA — the Physician Assistant Education Association — we are the only national 
organization representing all 275 accredited PA programs in the U.S. At PAEA, 
our members are our priority, which is why we are constantly working to make 
sure you and your program have everything you need to ensure your students 
receive a top-notch PA education. 

LEADERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES            
Faculty & Student Fellowships  
National Service Opportunities     

RESEARCH-RELATED OFFERINGS
Grants and Scholarships
Journal of Physician Assistant Education

PAEA LEARNING
Digital Learning Hub 
Education Forum 
Workshops

ADMISSIONS & ASSESSMENT 
CASPA & Program Directory 
PACKRAT®
End of Rotation™ exams 
End of Curriculum™ exam
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Forum Highlights 

MONDAY, OCT. 11 – ORIENTATION DAY
How to Get the Most Out of Your Forum Experience 
12:00-1:00 p.m. ET or 2:00-3:00 p.m. ET 

TUESDAY, OCT. 12
PAEA President and CEO Address  
10:00–11:00 a.m. ET
Opening Keynote Speaker: Mel Robbins  
11:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. ET  
Networking Session, 1:45–2:45 p.m. ET
Education Sessions throughout the day
E-Poster Presentations, 7:00–8:00 p.m. ET

WEDNESDAY, OCT. 13
Town Hall Meeting, 11:00 a.m.–12:15 p.m. ET 
Networking Session, 1:45–2:45 p.m. ET 
Education Sessions throughout the day 
E-Poster Presentations, 7:00–8:00 p.m. ET 

THURSDAY, OCT. 14
Awards Ceremony, 11:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. ET
ARC-PA Session, 12:10–1:30 p.m. ET
Education Sessions throughout the day                                  

                               
FRIDAY, OCT. 15

Business Meeting, 10:00–11:30 a.m. ET 
Closing Keynote Speaker: Cassandra Worthy, 11:45 a.m.–12:45 p.m. ET 
Education Sessions throughout the day 
Closing Session, 5:00–5:30 p.m. ET 
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Keynote Speakers

Opening Keynote Speaker, Mel Robbins, is one of the leading 
voices in personal development and behavior change as well as 
an international bestselling author. She has coached millions of 
people online, including through her wildly popular Tedx talk. 
Come join Mel as she kicks off the 2021 Education Forum with 
inspiration, motivation, and science-backed “superpower.” Plus, 
hear about your colleagues’ biggest challenges and obstacles as 
Mel provides advice and tools needed to turn those challenges 
into opportunities. 

Closing Keynote Speaker, and disruptive thought-leader, 
Cassandra Worthy, will deliver a message about “Change 
Enthusiasm,” her unique strategy providing individuals 
worldwide with the means to harness the power of emotion 
to embrace and accelerate change. Come hear Cassandra’s 
practical advice as she closes out the 2021 PAEA Education 
Forum and learn how to use the challenging emotions we 
experience while going through change to help fuel your 
growth and transformation journey.  

PAEA President Address: Michel Statler 
Come hear PAEA President Michel Statler as she shares her perspective on some 
of the most necessary tools and resources for successfully navigating uncertainty 
and disruptive change. Since assuming the role in January 2021, President Statler 
has focused on the importance of wellness and self-care. During her address, she 
will highlight some of the ways that PAEA members are taking care of themselves 
and prioritizing wellness. 

PAEA CEO Address: Mary Jo Bondy 
During this session, PAEA Chief Executive Officer Mary Jo Bondy will speak to 
the power of value-based decision-making in periods of rapid change. She will 
also provide an overview of the most important work currently being done by the 
Association and share her reflections on some of the biggest wins from 2021. 
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Planning Your Schedule
To more easily plan your Forum experience, you can build your schedule by 
filtering for the areas of focus that are of most interest to you. This year’s 10 areas 
of focus represent topics critical to PA education as well as those most relevant to 
PA educators’ professional development.  

Download it from 
APP STORE Download it from 

GOOGLE PLAY

• Competency-Based Education 
• Integrating Technology into the Learning 

Experience 
• Teaching the 21st Century Learner 
• Transforming the Student Experience 
• Driving Innovations in Clinical Education 

• Organizational Success 
• Inclusive Excellence 
• Health Systems Science 
• Research Briefs 
• Research Poster Presentations 

Save a Seat
As you are planning your Forum schedule, please note that some sessions have 
limited seating. Those sessions, listed below, will show a seat icon underneath the 
My Interest/Star icon. Reserve your seat in advance by clicking on the seat icon.  

• Coffee Chats with PAEA’s Board of Directors 
• Makerspace Workshops 

Stay Connected
Remember to download the Forum mobile app — and turn on your notifications 
— so you can be notified about up-to-the-minute happenings and changes. 
Messages about the Forum will be sent periodically throughout the day to alert 
you about upcoming events and help you stay on track. 

FEATURES
• Create your custom schedule 
• See descriptions and learning objectives for all sessions 
• Stay informed about program changes and your upcoming sessions 

DOWNLOAD THE APP
Click the relevant button to download the app.

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/id408705047
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.bizzabo.client
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Event Types
Presentation Formats
EDUCATION SESSIONS
Panel Presentations A panel of presenters provides varying views and opinions 
on a particular issue or topic relevant to PA education. Panelists are individuals 
who have distinguished themselves in the topic area of the presentation through 
scholarship and/or experience.  

Focused Discussions Presenters provide concise information in a lecture or 
active learning format about a specific topic, educational finding, or observed 
experience while engaging session attendees. These sessions are the best 
option for conducting interactive, problem-solving dialogue.  
 
Spotlight Presentations Presenters provide information in a lecture format on a 
specific topic, particular educational findings, or observed experiences. The goal 
is to share, propose, or report findings that are relevant to PA educators.  

Makerspace Workshops Presenters facilitate virtual small-group interaction 
focusing on educational techniques, approaches, skills, creativity, and creation. 
With the presenter taking a facilitative rather than instructional role, participants 
will walk away having developed something that they can take back to their 
program.  

RESEARCH 
Research Briefs PA educators present their scholarship in various areas of 
original research. 

SOCIAL MEDIA
Follow us on social media throughout the week – we will be sharing top 
highlights as well as your experiences! Use the event hashtag to be featured 
on the social media wall and to be part of the social media challenge during 
Forum week. To participate in the social media challenge, use the event hashtag 
#PAEA21 during the Tuesday break at 12:00 p.m. ET and submit a selfie to show 
how you are prioritizing wellness and self-care during the conference week. More 
information about the challenge details can be found on the Break session page.  

#PAEA21 | LinkedIn | Twitter: @PAEAonline | Facebook | Instagram: paeaonline

https://www.linkedin.com/company/physician-assistant-education-association
http://twitter.com/paeaonline
https://www.facebook.com/PAEAonline
http://instagram.com/paeaonline
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RESEARCH (CONT’D)
E-Posters PA educators display their scholarship in either original research or 
educational innovations. Attendees can view the e-posters at any time to learn 
about the newest research and scholarship produced by PA educators. 

E-Poster Presentations Authors connect with attendees during interactive 
sessions where they present their work and engage in group Q & A.  

Sponsors
Learn from industry experts and view information from 27 companies presenting 
a wide variety of products and services in our dedicated sponsor area of the 
platform. Engage with solution providers who can help you solve whatever your 
latest challenge might be.  

Plus, don’t miss our new unique sponsorship activation events this year. From 
walk & talk breaks to the social media wellness challenge to the resources 
and tips in the virtual wellness lounge, our sponsors are engaged to help 
promote wellbeing throughout the conference. 

Solution Circles are interactive group discussions where attendees can learn 
from industry vendors and experts by examining current challenges facing 
the field of PA education. This is a unique opportunity to talk with disruptors, 
innovators, and others who can help solve problems in a collaborative, casual, 
and non-sales environment. 

PAEA Info Center 
Whatever questions you might have about the Forum, the PAEA Info Center 
can provide the answers. Whether you are navigating the agenda, want to know 
how to claim CME credit, or have general questions about PAEA’s products and 
services, we are here to help. New this year: stop by the Info Center throughout 
the week for “office hours” with PAEA staff. Learn about your PAEA membership 
benefits, opportunities to stay involved and connected, how to jumpstart your 
professional development, and more! This is a fantastic opportunity to meet 
other members and PAEA staff and ask questions. Check out the Info Center on 
the agenda page for more information about dedicated times to meet with staff 
members from specific PAEA teams.   

PAEA Assessment 
Connect with PAEA’s Assessment staff to learn more about our suite of 
assessment products and how we can help educate and support your PA 
program. PAEA’s Assessment staff will be able to answer all your questions. 
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Need Tech Help?  
If you are experiencing any technical issues with the virtual Forum platform, a 
tech support representative will be available via live chat. You can find the chat 
widget on the agenda, resources, and PAEA Virtual Plaza page in the bottom 
right corner to help resolve any issues. If you are unable to interact on chat, 
please send an email to michael.montenegro@alliantevents.com, and we will 
work to resolve your issues as soon as possible.  

Make sure your software is up-to-date! 

We want to make your Forum experience as streamlined as possible. The virtual 
platform supports the following operating systems and devices: 

 Windows: 
• Windows 10, Windows 8 or 8.1, 

Windows 7 
• Chrome, Firefox, and Edge (* V. 

81+) 
• Computer or laptop with Intel 

Pentium 4 processor or later that is 
SSE2 capable and 512 MB of RAM, 
or a Surface PRO 2 or Surface  
PRO 3 

Mac: 
• Mac OS X, macOS 10.9 or later 
• Chrome and Firefox 
• Intel processor 64-bit and 512 MB 

of RAM 

Chrome OS (Chromebooks): 
• Chrome 
• 2GB Ram 

Linux: 
• Ubuntu 12.04, Mint 17.1, Red 

Hat Enterprise Linux 6.4, Oracle 
Linux 6.4, CentOS 6.4, Fedora 21, 
OpenSUSE 13.2, ArchLinux (64-bit 
only) 

• Chrome, Firefox 
• Intel Pentium 4 processor

iOS (iPhones & iPads) 
• iPhones 
• iPhone 5S or later 
• Safari 
• iOS 11 or later 

Android (phones & tablets) 
Android 4.0 or later 
Chrome 

During the week, we will also be using Zoom for several interactive networking 
experiences. To ensure you can participate as seamlessly as possible, please 
make sure you are using the latest version of Zoom. You can download the latest 
version here: https://zoom.us/download#client_4meeting

mailto:michael.montenegro%40alliantevents.com?subject=
https://zoom.us/download#client_4meeting
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Board Election 
Board of Directors Candidates 
President Elect (one open seat):  
Linda J. Sekhon, DHSc, PA-C, High Point University 

Treasurer (one open seat): 
Jacqueline S. Barnett, DHSc, MSHS, PA-C, Duke University 

Director at Large (one open seat): 
Virginia L. Valentin, DrPH, PA-C, University of Utah 

Voting During the Forum 
The Board of Directors election will be held during the Forum. Each program will 
have one vote with only their program director or designated proxy able to vote. 
Election results will be announced at the Business Meeting on Friday, October 
15, scheduled for 10:00 a.m. ET. 

CLICK HERE TO 
LEARN ABOUT THE 
CANDIDATES AND 
READ THEIR Q&AS  

Current Board Members 

Michel Statler, MLA, 
PA-C
PRESIDENT

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR
UT SOUTHWESTERN MEDICAL 
CENTER

Kara L. Caruthers, 
MSPAS, PA-C
PRESIDENT ELECT

ASSISTANT PROGRAM DIRECTOR
MEHARRY MEDICAL COLLEGE

Janie McDaniel, MS, 
MLS(ASCP)SC
SECRETARY

DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS AND 
LECTURER
YALE PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT 
ONLINE PROGRAM

Howard Straker, EdD, 
MPH, PA-C
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT

ASSISTANT PROFESSOR, PA 
STUDIES
GEORGE WASHINGTON 
UNIVERSITY

https://paeaonline.org/2021-forum/board-candidates
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Current Board Members (Continued)

Carl Garrubba, DMSc, 
PA-C, CPA
TREASURER

PROGRAM DIRECTOR AND 
PROFESSOR
DOMINICAN UNIVERSITY OF 
CALIFORNIA

Jonathan Bowser, MS, 
PA-C
DIRECTOR AT LARGE

DIRECTOR, ASSOCIATE DEAN AND 
SECTION HEAD
UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO

Nicole Burwell, PhD, 
MSHS, PA-C
DIRECTOR AT LARGE

CLINICAL ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR
STANFORD UNIVERSITY

Shalon Buchs, MHS, 
PA-C
DIRECTOR AT LARGE

ASSOCIATE PROGRAM DIRECTOR
UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA SCHOOL 
OF PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT STUDIES

Robert D. Hadley, PhD, 
PA-C
DIRECTOR AT LARGE

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR
RADFORD UNIVERSITY PA 
PROGRAM

Shaun L. Grammer, 
DMSc, PA-C
DIRECTOR AT LARGE

PROGRAM DIRECTOR
UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA 
MEDICAL CENTER PA PROGRAM

Mary Ruggeri, MEd, 
MMSc, PA-C
STUDENT MEMBER AT LARGE

PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT STUDENT
YALE PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT 
ONLINE PROGRAM 

Linda Sekhon, DHSc, 
PA-C
DIRECTOR AT LARGE

PROFESSOR
HIGH POINT UNIVERSITY
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Claiming CME
The AAPA Review Panel has awarded 79.25 hours of Category 1 CME credit 
for the 2021 Education Forum, with nearly every education session eligible.  
This year, you can earn CME by either attending live or viewing the recorded/
on-demand CME session(s) at your convenience, any time from October 
11-December 9, 2021.  
Please note: You can only earn CME credit once per session for either 
participating in the CME activity live or viewing the on-demand recording at a 
later date. 

How Do You Claim Your CME Certificate? 
Each live or on-demand session on the virtual platform includes a link to an 
evaluation that must be completed by the attendee upon viewing or participating 
in the entire session. You must complete a separate evaluation for each CME 
session that you participate in. On-demand sessions will be available for CME 
credit from October 11 to December 9 at 11:59 p.m. ET. After this cutoff date, you 
will no longer be able to earn CME credit for the 2021 PAEA Education Forum.  
Please note: Updates to awarding AAPA Category 1 CME credit were made 
by AAPA. These changes directly impact CME sessions (live or on-demand) for 
live conferences. As of April 2021, CME sessions (live or on-demand) are now 
available to attendees for up to 60 days. For more information, visit AAPA CME 
Accreditation. 

When Can You Expect to Receive Your CME Certificate? 
After December 9 (and after you have successfully completed an evaluation for 
each CME session for which you plan to receive CME credit), you can expect to 
receive your CME certificate via email by December 30. Your CME certificate will 
be sent from forum@PAEAonline.org and will include the number of Category 1 
AAPA CME credits you have been awarded for live and/or on-demand session(s). 

How Long Will the Platform Be Available After the Forum?  
If you plan to earn Category 1 CME credit, you must view any sessions and 
complete session evaluations by December 9 at 11:59 p.m. ET. After December 
9, you will still be able to access the 2021 PAEA Education Forum platform and 
peruse any sessions but not for CME credit. The platform will be available until 
March 18, 2022, after which time you will no longer be able to access and log into 
the virtual Forum platform.  

https://aapacmeaccreditation.secure-platform.com/a/organizations/main/home
https://aapacmeaccreditation.secure-platform.com/a/organizations/main/home
mailto:forum@paeaonline.org
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How Do You Log CME Credits After You Receive Your CME 
Certificate? 
After you receive the email containing your CME certificate, CME must be logged 
with the NCCPA. CME credits earned are not passed on to NCCPA automatically; 
they must still be logged through your NCCPA record at www.nccpa.net.  

Any questions about claiming CME credit can be sent to  
forum@PAEAonline.org. 

We thank you for joining us this year and look forward to all the 
experiences and connections that will be shared!

http://www.nccpa.net
mailto:forum@paeaonline.org

