
  

 

December 2, 2020 
 
The Honorable Nancy Pelosi     The Honorable Mitch McConnell 
Speaker of the House      Majority Leader 
United States House of Representatives    United States Senate 
H-222, U.S. Capitol      S-230, U.S. Capitol 
Washington, DC 20515      Washington, DC 20510 
 
The Honorable Kevin McCarthy     The Honorable Chuck Schumer 
Republican Leader      Democratic Leader 
United States House of Representatives    United States Senate 
H-204, U.S. Capitol      S-221, U.S. Capitol 
Washington, DC 20515      Washington, DC 20510 
    
Dear Speaker Pelosi, Leader McConnell, Leader McCarthy, and Leader Schumer: 
 
On behalf of the Physician Assistant Education Association (PAEA), the national organization 
representing the 268 accredited PA education programs in the United States, we are writing to urge 
swift legislative action to protect student loan borrowers as the incidence of COVID-19 continues to 
increase across the nation. 
 
Following action taken by the Department of Education and Congress in March, the financial burden of 
COVID-19 on PA faculty, students, and recent graduates has been reduced by the suspension of required 
payments and interest accrual on federal student loans held by the Department of Education. Following 
the short-term extension of these protections by executive order, borrower payments and interest 
accrual are scheduled to resume on January 1, 2021.  
 
The scheduled resumption of federally held student loan payments comes at a precarious time for PA 
faculty across the country. In addition to their efforts to support the ongoing education of future 
clinicians, more than two-thirds of faculty continue to practice clinically, serving as a critical component 



 

 

of the frontline workforce caring for COVID-19 patients.1  While our faculty are facing increased clinical 
pressure as a result of rising COVID-19 cases, they are simultaneously experiencing the financial impact 
of the pandemic on both public and private institutions of higher education. In response to recent PAEA 
surveys, many faculty members have reported pay cuts, benefit reductions, and warnings of future 
furloughs as a consequence of the pandemic.2 As faculty continue to serve their dual roles as frontline 
providers and educators, we believe it is critical that they continue to be protected from the burden of 
substantial student loan payments.2  
 
In addition to the pressure placed upon faculty, both current students and recent graduates are also 
facing financial challenges as a result of COVID-19. Due primarily to the mandated suspension of clinical 
rotations, nearly one-fourth of PA programs have delayed the date of program completion for students 
— limiting their ability to secure a clinical position and increasing the costs of completing their 
education.2 Given the significant average loan balance of $119,161 for recent graduates, any delay in the 
completion of their education threatens both their financial futures and the capacity of our health 
system to secure the workforce necessary to respond to crises like the COVID-19 pandemic.3  
 
To support both our current and future health workforce, we urge you to include an extension of the 
current suspension of federally held student loan payments and interest accrual through at least 
September 30, 2021, in any year-end legislative package taken up by Congress. We further encourage 
you to consider long-term solutions to the student debt crisis such as cancellation of existing balances, 
expanded access to interest-subsidized borrowing options, and increased investments in service-
based loan repayment options such as the National Health Service Corps. 
 
We welcome the opportunity for ongoing engagement in legislative efforts to support frontline 
providers. If you would like additional information or have any questions, please contact Director of 
Government Relations Tyler Smith, MPH, at tsmith@PAEAonline.org or 703-667-4356. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 

 
Howard Straker, EdD, MPH, PA-C   Mary Jo Bondy, DHEd, MHS, PA-C 
President      Chief Executive Officer 
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