
  

 

October 15, 2020 
 
The Honorable Michael Bennet     The Honorable Susan Collins 
261 Russell Senate Office Building    413 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510      Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Bennet and Senator Collins: 
 
On behalf of the Physician Assistant Education Association (PAEA), the national organization 
representing the 260 accredited PA education programs in the United States, we are writing in response 

to your recent introduction of S.4640 – the Medication Access and Training Expansion Act. As the opioid 

epidemic has ravaged communities across the nation, PAEA has played a leading role in ensuring all PA 
graduates have the training necessary to provide high-quality care to those suffering from substance use 
disorders (SUD). We would like to share with you some of the progress that has been made towards this 
goal and express our desire to collaborate on legislative solutions to improve access to care for those 
impacted by SUD. 
 
Since 2018, PAEA has administered a number of federally funded projects through the Substance Abuse 
and Mental Health Services Administration to enhance the SUD curriculum provided to PA students. 
Through a partnership with the American Academy of Addiction Psychiatry, PAEA has utilized SAMHSA 
support to advocate for the integration of the waiver training necessary for clinicians to prescribe 
buprenorphine for the treatment of opioid use disorder into the curriculum of all PA programs. As a 
result of these efforts, the percentage of PA programs requiring or offering waiver training to their 
students has risen from 3% in 2018 to over 70% as of 2020. Through an additional subaward, PAEA has 
bolstered this work by directly supporting live waiver trainings for faculty, students, and practicing 
clinicians. 
 
In addition to leveraging SAMHSA funding to support MAT waiver training, PAEA is also working to 
strengthen the broader substance use disorder curriculum delivered to students. In 2019, PAEA received 
a grant through SAMHSA’s Expansion of Practitioner Education program to develop a standardized SUD 
curriculum for PA education. This comprehensive curriculum covers the spectrum of skills that all PAs 
need to provide effective, evidenced-based care to those with SUD including pharmacological 



 

 

interventions, counseling strategies, and considerations for the care of special populations. Following 
the completion of pilot testing in 2021, PAEA aims to broadly disseminate the curriculum to all member 
programs. 
 
Because of the success that has been achieved thus far through federal incentives to bolster SUD 
curriculum for PA students, we encourage you to reconsider the approach proposed in the MATE Act 
to require all prescribing clinicians to complete an additional 8 hours of training to obtain or renew 
their DEA registration to prescribe controlled substances. While we greatly appreciate your willingness 
to institute equal training requirements for physicians and advanced practice providers in this iteration 
of the bill, we have some concerns regarding the practical implementation of this requirement. For 
example, we are concerned that the bill’s requirement that this training be completed prior to initial 
DEA registration serves as a de facto federal curriculum requirement due to the tendency of graduates 
to obtain their registration close to the date of program completion. PAEA strongly believes that setting 
curriculum standards is the appropriate role of our programs’ accrediting body, which has specialized 
expertise in the curriculum necessary to produce practice-ready graduates. By instead strengthening 
existing federal investments in SUD education and addressing emerging challenges, we are confident 
that the goal of the MATE Act could be achieved in a more efficient manner. 
 
As you consider additional legislative interventions to improve access to care for patients suffering 
from SUD, we would emphasize the current crisis of clinical training site access for PA students. In a 
recent survey of PAEA members, over 55% of programs reported that it is now either harder or much 
harder to obtain clinical rotations in mental/behavioral health as a result of COVID-19.1 Clinical rotations 
play a critical role in the specialty choices of PA graduates, and this disruption threatens to significantly 
restrict future access to care for those suffering from SUD. To ensure that all students receive the high-
quality clinical training experiences necessary to meet the overarching goal of the MATE Act, we would 
welcome the opportunity to partner with you on legislative solutions to this issue. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of our comments. We look forward to continued opportunities for 
collaboration with your offices to support the federal response to the ongoing SUD epidemic. If you 
would like additional information or have any questions, please contact Director of Government 
Relations Tyler Smith, MPH, at tsmith@PAEAonline.org or (703) 667-4356. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 

 
Howard Straker, EdD, MPH, PA-C   Mary Jo Bondy, DHEd, MHS, PA-C 
President      Chief Executive Officer 

 
1 Physician Assistant Education Association. (2020). COVID-19 Rapid Response Report 2. Retrieved from: 
https://paea.edcast.com/pathways/covid-19-rapid-response-reports/cards/7259120. 
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