
  

 

December 9, 2020 
 
The Honorable Rosa DeLauro 
2413 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
    
Dear Representative DeLauro: 
 
On behalf of the Physician Assistant Education Association (PAEA), the national organization 
representing the 268 accredited PA education programs in the United States, we are writing to 
congratulate you on your recent election as Chair of the House Appropriations Committee for the 117th 
Congress. 
 
Throughout your tenure as Chair of the Labor, Health and Human Services, Education, and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Subcommittee, you have worked tirelessly on behalf of critically needed 
investments in public health and higher education. As a result of your leadership, the 116th Congress 
provided substantial increases to programs designed to promote health workforce diversity, strengthen 
incentives for PAs to practice in behavioral health, and improve clinical training opportunities for PA 
students in underserved communities. These historic achievements are having a demonstrable impact in 
advancing health for all, and PAEA is grateful for your passionate advocacy. 
 
As the 117th Congress begins, the ongoing ramifications of COVID-19 will present daunting challenges to 
both Congress and the health professions education community. Recent reports of widespread staffing 
shortages following surges in coronavirus infections highlight the continued importance of federal 
investments to promote the development of a health workforce capable of meeting demand for 
services. Further, the health disparities starkly illustrated by the pandemic emphasize the continued 
importance of developing a workforce reflective of the communities it will serve. PAEA is committed to 
assisting you in your role as Chair, as well as our members, as we work collaboratively to meet these 
challenges. 
 



 

 

Congratulations once again. If you would like additional information or have any questions, please 
contact Director of Government Relations Tyler Smith, MPH, at tsmith@PAEAonline.org or 703-667-
4356. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 

 
Howard Straker, EdD, MPH, PA-C   Mary Jo Bondy, DHEd, MHS, PA-C 
President      Chief Executive Officer 
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