
stafford loan limits 
for Physician Assistant Students

increase required to meet nation’s health care needs

as the cost of education has increased,
PA student aggregate stafford loan limits 
have not kept pace. 
PA students are forced to apply for and use loan products with 
higher interest rates and costs. This creates a barrier that prohib-
its some students from matriculating. The barrier is greatest for 
students from economically and educationally disadvantaged 
backgrounds who are more likely to practice in underserved 
areas that lack primary care providers.

the gap between the 
average total tuition 
of PA programs and 
what stafford 
loans will cover

PA students are unable to finance 
their education using stafford loans 
at the same level that other health 
professions can.  
Through the Stafford program, the typi-
cal PA student can receive approximately 
$51,250 in loans to help finance their 
graduate studies, yet their tuition, fees, and 
incidental costs will amount to $82,150.  
Even before counting living expenses, that 
leaves a significant gap.average total tuition for PA students, 2004-2014
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falling 
short 
physician assistant (PA) 
students do not benefit from 
the same aggregate federal 
stafford loan limits as many 
of their health professions 
peers.

 
with the growing need 
for health care providers, 
 PAs are needed now more than ever

PA students are eligible for less than half 
the funding available to other health professions students.  
Some master’s-level health professions students are eligible 
for $85,500 more in federal loans than PA students. 

to close the gap, PAEA requests that student loan 
limits be increased to $40,000 for years one and two and 
$15,000 for year three, and that the lifetime limit be in-
creased from $138,500     $224,000.to

stafford loan limits for medical professional programs
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major 
problem

On top of tuition, PA students can expect to pay $7,000 to 
$10,000 in additional expenses for books, medical equip-
ment, and other items needed to support their education.  
This does not include living and travel expenses associated 
with assignments to clinical training sites.

average tuition and fees for private and public PA programs

Resident Tuition  Non-Resident Tuition

PAs were not included when 
other health professions 
received higher loan limits 
through the health education 
assistance loan (heal) 
program that started in 1978.
PA education is now primarily offered at 
the master’s level for an average of 26 
months. The number of credits for a PA 
degree are significantly higher than
other master’s programs. Without
increased Stafford loan limits, PA 
students will end up with higher debt 
loads after graduation. increase stafford loan limits

    for PA students
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